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Presidentds Message
By

David A. Homer

Hard to believe, butitismid -August and we havenodt experienced much of
our birds have already left for the south or are beginning to form flocks in anticipation of that

annual exercise! Soon the skies will be dotted with flocks of migration ducks, geese, shorebirds and
songbirds. Foll owing Dr . B r ,iwd igow teali&tmore tham bverrhgwd s pr esent
precarious a winter it wild.l be for them on their ohaza

Change is the oper ative word in more ways than just the weather.

Beginning this issue both the Couchiching Conservancy (CC) and the Nature Conservancy of Canada
(NCC) will have regular columns in The Prairie Smoke . Mark Bisset (CC) and Erica Thompson (NCC) ,
both of whom are Carden Field Naturalist s members, will be providing regular updates on activities
within their respective organizations.

As usual, we are indebted to everyone who has contributed to this issue. There are a number of
very interesting articles and r  eports. | trust you will find them as interesting as | did. Happy
reading!



Wilson Snipers win the Carden A special Teeter -Ass Trophy for vibrant
Challenge participation was awarded to the Wild
Turkeys, who came together on short notice,

By enlisted a new birder to participate, and even

Ron Reid survived a speeding ticket in their quest for

The Carden Challenge has become an birds.

institution of sorts over the past 5 years, This year6s count <continued
with teams of four competing to find the trends with few hawks and low numbers of

highest number of bird species in a 24 -hour swallows, but one great find was a migrant

peri od. This vyear 6s Ch alCeroleng &Varhles on WyliepRoadi aQvérafl,

rewarding, as the 8 teams that participated participants counted an amazing 23 warbler

together  raised over  $16,000 for species, including Blue-winged, Parula, and

conservation on the Carden Alvar. Blackpoll for the first time on the Challenge.

A few other new additions including Pine
Siskin, Least Sandpiper, and White -crowned
Sparr ow were lingering migrants.

Among the 3 Competitive teams, the winner
of the Card en Cup was the Lagerheads team
with 124 species. But in a strange twist of
fate, the local team known as  Wilson's
Snipers registered in the Recreational
category, and had a great day with 126
species!

The Wi | sonds aré led lpyBarls Glass,
and call on the talents of Judy Mitchell -
Wilson, Teresa Dale, and Kim McGuire. Their Presentation to library
big win is no accident 9 they have participated
together as a team for several previous years,

and were on the road by 3:30 a.m. to catch On behalf of the Carden Field
those earl_y birds. C_ongratulation_s to the Naturalists, David Homer presented a
Carden Field Naturalists for having such !
talent in your ranks. copy of the Atlas of the Breeding
Birds of Ontario 2001 -2005 to
Janet Hill, Carden Branch Librarian,
City of Kawartha Lakes libr aries. The
presentation took place at the June
meeting. The Atlas will remain in the
reserves section of the Library for

individual use.

The Wilson Snipers. Teresa, Kim, Judy and Barb with
the winnerdés trophy.



SILENCE OF THE SONG BIRDS This book is a great read and a must for
anyone who enjoys the company and songs of

our feathered friends. Paired with a pound of
Dierdre Pringle Certified Shade Grown Creemore Coffee, this
would make a most appreciated gift.

By

After hearing Bridget Stutchbury speak

about how we are losingthe wor | d6s songhdirtpg 60s note: Deirdre Pringle
and what we can do to save them, | purchased friend and former colleague Frances Laver at our
her book, Silence of the Songbirds . This book April_meeting when Dr. Stu tchbury gave her

cf(r)esve/gat/on to CFN. . This article Wasswr/'lz‘en

was a finalist i n t he eralo
initially for publication in — her /oca}i newspaper.

Literary Awards and | soon discovered why.

Written in the first person, Bridget writes as

she speaks & with great passion. She

chronicles her adventures Vvisiting the

songbirdsd wintering grounds. Apart from the
perils all migratory birds face, the loss of

habitat and poisoning of their winter

environment with pesticides is wiping out

large number of our favou rite songbirds.

Bridget stresses that the power of the

consumer is mighty, and we can make a

difference by purchasing wisely. By refusing

to buy out of season fruits and vegetables Membership Dues
from Central American (most of which are

laced with heavy pesticides) we ca n make a

difference. The other single most important A gentle reminder to those who still
change we can make is to buy Certified Shade have not paid their annual membership

Grown Coffee - thus protecting the rainforest ) . .
canopy which houses so many species of fees which were due in April 2009.

North American birds during our winter Please forward your payment as soon
months. .
as possible to:

Paul Laver
CFN Treasurer
31 Loon Drive
R.R. # 1 Sebright, Ont
LOK 1WO

Dr. Bridget S tutchbury speaking at CFN

Larry kirtley photo



curious amongst us and protected habitat for
alvar fl ora and fauna.

The property was named little Bluestem Alvar
A Rare Chance to Expand The because it is home to one of

.. extensive Little bluestem alvar grasslands.
Prairie Smoke Nature Reserve

By
Erica Thompson
Nature Conservancy of Canada

Huronia Program Manager

How long does it take to explore 1330 acres?

You could find out by helping the Nature
Conservancy of Canada (NCC) purchase the
Little Bluestem Alvar property -654 (264)
hectares of high -priority habitat located Little Bluestem Flower Spike
adjacent t o N CSinblke NaturBr ai r i e Margo Holt photo
Reserve on the Carden Alvar.

An agreement to purchase this property is in
place with a closing scheduled for September
2009. Federal and Provincial commitments
have been requested, but as with all property
acquisitions, NCC must raise funds to support
the ongoing management and care of the
property. This is the o0forev
mission. NCC and our partners at the
Couchiching  Conservancy are  working
together to raise $68,750 in private funds to
support long term management at the
property. The Carden Field Naturalists have
been wonderful stewards at the Prairie
Smoke and we look forward to working with
all of you on Little Bluestem.

Little Bluestem field

To learn more about this project and how you

Margo Holt photo
can help, please contact me at 705 -888-2316
Securing this property will create a 1330 - or at erica.thompson@natureconservancy.ca
acre (538 -hectares)  nature  reserve or visit NCC8 s websit e

protecting one of Ontario Q/\ﬁw.nét@éc&%?vanéy.@d?bﬁtériﬁ.a pes
while providing an outdoor classroom for the


mailto:erica.thompson@natureconservancy.ca

The Couchiching Conservancy Column
By

Mark Bisset

Ron Reid changes Gears

The white beard and deep laugh lines around
the eyes advertise a trademark style.

He d s a-mpkeraa diplomat, a consensus-

builder, a deal -closer and an innovator who
has played a central role in shaping the
conservation landscape in Ontario.
peopl e

But to

mo s t around here

R o0 n Resirement Day

Mark Bisset photo

The public face of the Couchiching
Conservancy since 1993 when it became one
of the first land trusts in Canada, Reid is
going into semi-retirement at the beginning of
July. His departure as executive director of
the conservancy this week ties a neat ribbon
around what may be his most important
achievement. Under his guidance, the
Couchiching Conservancy has become a leading
light in the Canadian land trust movement.

It all started in their living room, says Ja net

Gr and, Rei doés partner and a
force in the creation of the conservancy.
OEssentially what we did is
year, 6 Grand recalls of the f

or seven people who built the foundations of
the conservancy.

It was a tur bulent time in conservation
circles. Ontario had recorded some real
achievements in the field, creating good
policy and creating numerous provincial parks.
Reid was involved with many of those
achievements, building a solid reputation in

h dhg dields @fspubl dcopglicyrang gdvocacy as

general manager for the Federation of

Ontario Naturalists. But by the 1990s a

recession and the resulting cost -cutting
government policies led to serious financial

constraints for conservation. Reid sensed the

province had gone as far as it could at the

time.

OHe recogni zed, l ong

that what was left to be done was probably

going to be done by t he
Grand says.

So he got busy. Working as a volunteer while

running his own environmental consultin g firm,

Reid along with Grand and others created the

land trust.

Ken Thomson, a former Couchiching
Conservancy board member and a committed
volunteer remembers admiri
in the first years of the operation.

0At every meeting of
organization he was able to lead the
discussions and bring out the best from
everyone,d Thomson recall s.

t

before a

pr i

ng

he



He guided the process through the various
political levels educating them as well
board in the intricacies of diplomacy and tact,
Thomson says.

ol think that the bri altar ahdhsevargl quarees are agtiveapartierst o
go l ocal , o says Mi ¢ ha el inBoneeavdtienteffodse t |, vice
president of conservation for the Nature
Conservancy of Canada. oAl I the work with the quarr:
not have been done 20 years
Reid realized very early that it was essential says Grand. 0lt just would no
to engage local people. They were the enemy, we were the enemy to
them. So all this work in Carden in particular
ol f wedr e goi ngd in eettledr ot eisjustglomeh-br eaki ng. And thatéd w
| andscapes, i f the commundiothye shi sowhoheotaeder . He o d
wedre toast, 6 Broadstreet says.
Reid is likely to continue to do new stuff. Now
By 2002 the conservancy was in a position to i n hi s early 60s, h €lld s not

hire a full -time staff member and Reid was
the natural choice. Today the Couchiching

Conservancy manages close to 8,000 acres,

has 120 active volunteers, a membership base
of 300, and four full -time staff.

The jewel of its portfolio is the globally rare
alvar on the Carden Plain, near
Dalrymple. The shallow limestone plain fosters

competing interests. Land owners use i t to

graze cattle. High quality limestone close to
the Greater Toronto Area makes it coveted
by quarry operators. The alvar is prized by
naturalists and scientists as a home to rare
birds and plants. Out of this recipe for
conflict, Reid is in the process of creating a
new model of cooperation.

OHeds a wonder ful
Manager for the Nature Conservancy of
Canada, Ontario
ability to forge solutions rather than division

even amongst the seemingly most disparate
views. He is also a

as the

Lake

col aborator, 6

Thompson, Georgian Bay - Huronia Program

Regi on.

very

Recognizing the quarries, land owners and

conservationists would continue to be heavily
invested in Carden,
bridges. Cattle grazing is now considered a

crucial conservation management tool on the

continue to work for the conservancy on a
contract basis, finishing the projects he has

been so central to on the Carden Plain. And all
is not rosy there. A provincial association of
land owners has recently taken a hard line
with naturalists and bird -watchers

in the

Reid began building

area, mounting an aggressive sign campaign to

promote private property rights. But Reid
remains respectful of their concerns, gentle
in his approach, and above all, determined.

The Prothonotary Warbler
By Neil Gray

says Erica

One of my goals every year that we go to Pt.
Ige|l_f~ee for rt]hg gpring m'gﬂatr']OP is uto find at

least one Prothonotary Warbler (' Protonotaria

citrea). In the past 27 years | have only been

I(succe%sful 7 times, and two of those times
i N person. o

have been in the past two years, after a

hiatus of 6 years. Why such a poor rate of

success in this endeavour? This warbler is at



its furthest northern border of its natural
territory, occurring mostly in the Carolinian
Zone in areas that have suitable habitat
remaining, which restricts it to major pa  rks
(Holiday Beach, Pt. Pelee, Wheatley, Rondeau,
Long Point). This warbler is listed under

Ontariofs Endangered Spec

1999) and the Federal Migratory Birds
Convention Act protecting the species and its
habitat. At the present time, it is estimated

that there are only 20 pairs in any given year
in southern Ontario and they can be found in
only 5 locations.

Neil Gray photo

This warbler is unique in that it is the only
North American w arbler that nests in cavities
of dead deciduous trees in woodland swamp
areas. The cavity itself is typically located in
the lower part of the tree over the water.
Unfortunately this type of habitat has been
declining in southern Ontario. In addition to
the decline in habitat, this species is also
parasitized by the brown -headed blackbird
(throws out the warbler eggs and replacing
them with their own) and because of the low
cavity placement is an easy target by
raccoons.

Neil Gray photo

The bird itself is very colorful, known for its
papal colors and plumage, looking like the
robes worn by the papal clerks. The adult
male in particular has a bright orange -yellow
head, breast and belly, con trasted with a
green-grey back and azure blue wings and
tails. Another striking feature is that for a
warbler, it has a long bill. It is also one of
the larger warblers measuring 14 -15cm long
and weighing 14-16gm.

When we were at Pt. Pelee (woodland tra il
behind the park offices) this year, the male
bird was in the midst of preparing at least
one nest site; it was skirting around between
several cavities (make by woodpeckers) and a
man-made birdhouse placed on a metal pole in
the middle of a wetland. In typical warbler
fashion it was moving about from branch to
branch, tree to tree, making it very hard to
get a clear photo. This was the bird of the
day (probably the week for most of us), which
brought out everybody with a telephoto lens,
scope and/or bi noculars. Even with an
explosion of people watching him, he did seem
to be disturbed. With any luck a mate will
find his new housing arrangements up to par,
and a new brood will be hatched. It would be
wonderful to see this bird again next year.



Paul had heard this bird too and was smart
enough to take the binoculars and have closer

Refer ences look. Looking in our Ontario bird book, he
found it was a green heron.

Hughes, J. M., 2001. Birds of Ontario. ROM

and McClelland & Stewart Pub.

The Prothonotary Warbler in Canada: On the

Road to Recovery?
www.on.ec.gc.ca/wildlife/factsheets/fs pro
warbler

Prothonotary Warbler, Bird Studies Canada.
www.bsc-
eoc.org/research/speciesatrisk/prow

Green Heron

Larry kirtley photo
THE LAZY BIRDER Well it looked black to me. | hadnot even
heard of such a bird! David says there are
By common, which killed the new species theory.

Birders probably know what they look like but

Frances Laver . .
the book had some information that | found

There was silence on the other end of the fascinating.

phone when | sai d, oDavi d, I ﬁm Iocfkin% out . |
oWhen ume wer e hi hl ro

our front window and there is a large black P g y P

accessories early in the 20 ™ century, heron
a 209 LR (e Nerot

bird in a tree. I't has n e . h gt s .1 t?20
) plumes \%eret{he most sou\g%t a?fter. éreedmg
| was excited because | thought | had found .
, ) [nale herons dare a%orned with sevaar_al Ion%,
a new species. He polite that he i,dnot

ngcefu? ?elathers that” stream from their
heads and necks. Although the plumes of the
Green Heron were not as prized as those

know and was probably was shaking his head
at my description.

The next day | heard a really strange sound from some of its close relatives, many of
and following that sound once more saw this these small herons paid a high price for
bird flying toward the lake. Could it be a fashion. 6

small cormorant?

David politely nodded at that theory.


http://www.on.ec.gc.ca/wildlife/factsheets/fs_pro_warbler
http://www.on.ec.gc.ca/wildlife/factsheets/fs_pro_warbler
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/research/speciesatrisk/prow
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/research/speciesatrisk/prow
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Species on the Edge

Congratulations to Card en Field Naturalist s
member Kristen Field for the wonderful book
she has written, Species on the Edge , a
reference, atlas and  stewardship guide to
rare and at risk  species in the western
portion of the Land Between.

pecies !
on the Edge

Aretes y
at risk species in the western portion of the Land Between.

David A. Homer photo

This 122 page book is a result of the species
on the Edge project carried out during 2008
and 2009 by the Couchiching Conservancy as
part of the Waterway Wildlife Program; an
initiative of parks Canada to increase
protection and awareness of species at risk. A
number of our members assisted Kristen in
research data, photographs and
encouragement.

David A. Homer photo

Each species in the book has its own
descriptive page, complete with photographs
of the species, its habitat and a range map.

Carden Field Naturalists will be selling the
book at our regular m eetings.

Thank you Kristen for the hard work, late
nights and great effort in producing this
wonderful addition to our libraries, and as a
much needed field guide.

And the Winner Is:

CFN member Nathalie Rockhill is the

winner of
the 2009 Nature Festiv al annual draw . This

year David Homer produced a wood sculpture of

an Eastern Kingbird for the annual raffle.

Sean McNamee photo



